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As I look over the lessons appointed for a particular Sunday, I often reflect on 

advice given to my class by our New Testament Lecturer, the late Professor F. 

E. Vokes, affectionately known to us all as Freddy.  In the course of a series of 

lectures on St John’s Gospel, he had been dealing with the passage describing 

the  raising  of  Lazarus  and  the  nature  of  his  emergence  from  the  tomb. 

Someone challenged him on one point.  He grinned and asked of us, ‘Tell me, 

what does the text actually say?  Not what do you think it says. What does it 

actually  say?’   He  went  on  to  give  us  an  object  lesson,  whether  we  were 

coming at things from a liberal or conservative viewpoint on the importance of 

taking the text seriously.  I have found that advice invaluable in keeping the 

scriptures fresh, in trying to come to each passage, however familiar it may be, 

with an open mind, open to fresh insights.

Take the  passage we have just  read as  our  Gospel  reading for  this  Trinity 

Sunday,  the  closing  section  of  St  Matthew’s  Gospel,  telling  of  the  risen 

Christ’s final meeting with his disciples prior to his Ascension.  It is a passage I 

have heard any number of times; it is one of those passages we could recite off 

by heart.  But maybe it is so familiar that we can all too easily stop listening.

This was brought home to me as I shared in a group in Taize when one of the 

group said, ‘Have you ever noticed the passage says ‘when they saw him, they 

worshipped him, but some doubted.’ – but Jesus says to all of them, doubters 

included, “Go and make disciples”?’

This is where Freddy would have said, ‘Take the text seriously – ask yourself, 

“Why has the evangelist put in ‘but some doubted’ but makes no reference to 

them being excluded from the mission to go and make disciples”?’
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Brother Roger of Taize used to talk God accepting the poverty of our faith; he 

said this not in a negative way but rather to emphasise the fact that faith is by 

its very nature always partial, always provisional.  God honours, God works 

with the faith we have at any particular point.  This ‘poverty of our faith’ is to 

acknowledge the insight of Paul is his 1st Letter to the Church at Corinth:
11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish 
ways.  12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to 
face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have 
been fully known. 1 Cor 13

At the 11:00 service today we are celebrating the sacrament of Baptism as 

welcome baby Emma Christina into the fellowship of the Church.  At the heart 

of the service lie the promises of Baptism:
In baptism, God calls us from darkness into his marvellous light. 
To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.

Therefore I ask:
Do you reject the devil and all proud rebellion against God?
I reject them.
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
I renounce them.
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?
I repent of them.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
I turn to Christ.
Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
I submit to Christ.
Do you come to Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life?
I come to Christ.

As I frequently remark on these occasions, these are not questions of people 

who have arrived, who have got it all sorted; they are questions of people on a 

journey.  A journey is by its very nature a work in progress, there is always 

further to travel.  We are all at different points on that journey, a journey into 

faith, a journey into Christ.
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Emma is at the start of that journey of life, of faith – who knows what lies 

ahead for this child?  Her parents will have their hopes, their dreams for their 

child.  At different stages in her life their will be occasions of great pride, at 

others times of anxiety.

A day such as this is an opportunity for us all to reflect on what stage we are at  

on our own pilgrimage of faith.  I would have no doubt that some are in a good 

place.  Life is good.  But there will be others who are in a darker place, with 

anxieties either for ourselves or for someone close to us.  For some the things 

of God are very clear; there is a clear understanding of God living and active in 

our lives.  But for others God feels more distant; his place in our lives, our 

understanding of his concern for us more tenuous.  The important thing is that 

God is there.  On certain days the summit of Howth may disappear under a 

cloud.  The cloud may obscure our view but the summit is still there.

In Christ he has promised to be with us to the end of time.  There is a blessing I 

would often use at the end of a service.  On a number of occasions couples 

have asked me to use it at their wedding:

Go, and know that the Lord goes with you: 
let him lead you each day into the quiet place 
of your heart, where he will speak with you; 
know that he watches over you – 
that he listens to you in gentle understanding, 
that he is with you always, 
wherever you are and however you may feel: 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen.

know that he watches over you – that he listens to you in gentle understanding, 

that he is with you always, wherever you are and however you may feel.
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They worshipped him but some doubted.  For some everything had fallen into 

place – for others it still seemed too good to be true.  But to all the Risen Christ 

gives the same commission and promises the same presence ‘I will be with you 

always, to the very end of time.’

God comes to each of us this day.  He accepts the poverty of our faith.  We are  

each a particular focus of his love.  to each one of us he says, ‘Go in my name 

…. into your home, your street, your place of work and I will be with you … 

wherever you are and however you may feel.


