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2The people quarrelled with Moses, ……..‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, 
to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?’  Ex 17:2ff

‘I told you that this would happen!’  ‘Didn’t I tell you that I knew this wouldn’t 

work?’

How often have we heard that said, how often have we said that ourselves? 

Maybe we have been on a journey and there is a choice about which route to 

take.  There is a short route following narrower roads or there is a longer route 

may involving  motorways.   After  maybe  a  heated  discussion,  we head off 

down the narrower roads.  After sitting behind a tractor hauling bales of hay for 

a couple of miles, one will turn to the other and say,  ‘I told you that this would 

happen!’  ‘Didn’t I tell you that I knew this wouldn’t work?’

I  thought of that  as I  read our Old Testament Lesson this  morning,  and in 

particular the words;
2The people quarrelled with Moses …………  and said, ‘Why did you 
bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with 
thirst?’  Ex 17:2ff

As I read that again, I thought this is a recurring theme in the story of the 

Exodus.

 As the people on the run from Egypt realised that they were trapped between 

the Red Sea and the approaching Egyptian army, we read:
10 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the 
Egyptians advancing on them……..  11 They said to Moses, "Was it 
because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die 
in the wilderness?.........  12 Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 
'Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? 
                                                                                    Exodus 14:10
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Last week, we read of the story of the giving of manna in response to their cries of hunger 
in the desert

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and 
Aaron in the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died 
by  the  hand  of  the  LORD in  the  land  of  Egypt,  when  we  sat  by  the 
fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this 
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.’  Exodus 16.2ff

We read this extended story as one of the problems of leadership confronted 

with difficult followers.  Poor Moses, he was never appreciated.

As I reflected on our reading for today and our previous readings from Exodus 

that we have read over the last few weeks, I began to see a different story.  This 

is a story of a refugee people that is repeated in every generation down through 

the years.  It is a story of a people on the move; a people facing harassment as 

they leave their place of suffering;  a people who do not know where the next 

meal is to come from; a people not even sure of where they are going and what  

faces them when they arrive.

Two years ago we watched as thousands, fleeing from persecution in Iraq and 

Syria faced perilous journeys in flimsy boats.  We saw the image of the body of 

a young child washed up on a Mediterranean beach.  These people knew what 

it was like to face harassment as they left their homelands.  They knew what it 

was like, as they moved out of Greece and across Europe, to find themselves 

confronted by barbed wire fences with little shelter, uncertain as to where they 

were going to get food and water.  Unsure of what welcome awaited them.  
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In 2015 Germany gave a remarkable lead in opening up its borders to nearly a 

million refugees.  The integration of these refugees has not been without its 

problems and Angela Merkel certainly paid a price at the recent polls.  But 

what has struck me this week is her insistence that this was the right thing to 

do, that a Germany that did not welcome the stranger was not her country. 

This is in sharp contrast to politicians, on both sides of the Atlantic, who have 

advanced their cause by heightening peoples’ fear, trading on their anxieties 

rather than opening up a vision of a more open, more humane society.  In this 

she has laid down a challenge not only to her own people but to all societies to 

respond with justice and compassion.

The refugee on the open sea, on the road knows what it is to be vulnerable; the 

refugee knows what it is to be frightened.  We are told at the end of our Old 

Testament Lesson:

(Moses) called  the  place  Massah  and  Meribah,  because  the  Israelites 
quarrelled and tested the LORD, saying, ‘Is the LORD among us or not?’ 

Is the Lord among us or not.  Does God even know, does God even care about 

what we are facing?

Mercifully we know nothing of what it is physically to be a refugee.  But at 

different stages in our life, we do all know what it is to be vulnerable, what it is  

to be frightened; what it means, even in the midst of crowds, to feel lonely.  It 

may be for a wide range of reasons – loss of employment and with that our 

financial security, breakdown of a relationship which may lead to loss of home, 

anxiety over our health or that of a loved one.  And the world goes on around 

us.  And which of us hasn’t found ourselves saying, ‘Does anyone know, does 
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anyone care?’ And of course there are people who do know, people who do 

care. 

Is the Lord among us or not?

He is among us in the people he has placed alongside us; the family member, 

the friend and sometimes the complete stranger who sits alongside, listening, 

encouraging, or just being there.  He is there – and we can be that presence for 

others. He is there, even when he doesn’t seem to be there bearing our pain, 

sharing our fears.  He is there, breaking through in signs of hope in even the 

darkest of times.  He is there on the road with the persecuted, the despairing. 

He is there, even in us, in simple acts of kindness and understanding.

Go, and know that the Lord goes with you: 
let him lead you each day into the quiet place 
of your heart, where he will speak with you; 
know that he watches over you – 
that he listens to you in gentle understanding, 
that he is with you always, 
wherever you are and however you may feel: 


