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Link to service on YouTube  https://youtu.be/EV3lwCgQiE0

Where would we be without WhatsApp?  Over this past while, as we have been 

confined to our homes, we can’t meet up with our friends, we can’t play sport 

and we have even been forced not to meet for services in our Churches, the 

seriousness of the crisis we face has sunk in.  

I have received lots of WhatsApp feeds relating to Covid-19 – some of them 

very funny.  I have also received some that really make you think.  I think of 

one I received a few days ago containing reflections by Bill Gates, the man 

who set up Microsoft, the system that runs a lot of our computers and phones. 

He was thinking about what Covid-19 could teach us.  It is quite a long piece, 

but a few sections really stood out for me:

9) It is reminding us that the power of freewill is in our hands. We can 
choose to cooperate and help each other, to share, to give, to help and 
to support each other or we can choose to be selfish, to hoard, to look 
after only  our  self.  Indeed,  it  is  difficulties  that  bring  out  our  true 
colours.

14) Whereas many see the Corona/ Covid-19 virus as a great disaster, 
I prefer to see it as a ‘great corrector’.

It is sent to remind us of the important lessons that we seem to have 
forgotten and it is up to us if we will learn them or not.

I’ve spent a lot of time on the phone these days, just keeping in touch with 

people.  These reflections of Bill Gates seem to strike a chord with a lot of 

what people have been saying to me.  If nothing else comes out of this whole 

mess, our enforced confinement may make us stop and take stock, just think 

about what is really important to us – family, community, faith – that I am 

more than what I earn, more than what I consume.



Page 2 of 4
LENT 5 – 2020 – Year A

Taking stock, setting priorities applies to all areas of life.  Young people as 

they choose what subjects to study, what careers they are going to follow need 

to take a look at what they are good at, what they are not so good at, what 

really interests and excites them.

At this particular time a number of our young people in our parish here in 

Howth are preparing for confirmation. This is one of those times in our lives 

when we are invited to stop and take stock. They are being invited to take for 

themselves the promises made on their behalf by their parents and godparents 

when they were baptized. 

Do you reject the devil and all proud rebellion against God?

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?

Do you come to Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life?

These are questions not just for our youngsters but for all of us, whatever our 

age – they are a kind of checklist for life.  What are our priorities?  What 

direction is our life taking? A number of years ago, people used to wear a 

wristband with the inscription ‘WWJD’ – ‘What would Jesus do?’  The idea 

would be that when we’re in a difficult situation, we would just ask ourselves, 

‘What would Jesus do here?’  Are we going to go with Christ, or are we going 

to go our own way?  
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Our reading this Sunday is the account we find in John’s Gospel of the raising 

of Lazarus.  Some have likened the tomb Lazarus lay in to the metaphorical 

tombs we find ourselves in: tombs of habits we long to leave behind, attitudes 

that we know are not right, prejudices about other people or groups in society, 

selfishness – but all these seem to be so much part of us, they are hard to shake 

off.

In these times of reflection, of taking stock of where we are and who we are, 

Jesus stands at the door of our own particular tomb and says, ‘Come out!’  He 

invites us to let  him release us from obsession with ourselves to serve one 

another; release us from all that stops us from seeing in others, whatever their 

race, their gender, their culture, their sexuality, fellow human beings, fellow 

children of God.

To go back to that WhatsApp message I received,  that reflection by Bill Gates 

on what this virus is teaching us:

2) It is reminding us that we are all connected and something that 
affects one person has an effect on another. It is reminding us that the 
false borders that we have put up have little value as this virus does 
not need a passport. It is reminding us, by oppressing us for a short 
time, of those in this world whose whole life is spent in oppression.

7) It is reminding us that our true work is not our job, that is what we 
do, not what we were created to do.
Our true work is to look after each other, to protect each other and to 
be of benefit to one another.

May we be set free from our tombs of sin and self to do just that in the world of 

today.
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I will just finish with a prayer of blessing I would sometimes use:

Go forth into the world in peace.
Be of good courage.
Hold fast that which is good.
Render to no one evil for evil.
Strengthen the fainthearted.
Support the weak.
Help the afflicted.
Show love to everyone.
Love and serve the Lord,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.


