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I remember one Easter when I was in Mountmellick going to visit a retired
priest in hospital. We had established a friendship early in my time there. He
had left Clonaslee (a village that formed part of my Parish) and spent his entire
ministry in Birmingham, finishing up as Parish Priest of a Church not far from
the part of Birmingham I came from. I had left Birmingham and found myself

as Rector of the village of Clonaslee.

This was the first Easter Sunday since his ordination that he had not celebrated
the Eucharist. In the course of our chat he came out with an expression that has
stayed with me. ' We are,' he said, 'an Easter people.' I have often reflected
upon that since. Today we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The Church is a fellowship that is shaped, that has its very origins in the death
and resurrection of Jesus. Resurrection is not just an event that happened to

Jesus, it is an event that happened to his disciples.

This morning in the sacrament of Baptism we join with Sharon on this the day
of her Baptism. In the New Testament Baptism is very closely related to the

death and resurrection of Jesus.

Paul, writing to the Church at Rome, writing to the Church at Rome, declared:

3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptised into Christ
Jesus were baptised into his death? * Therefore we have been buried
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness
of life. Romans 6.3

As I often remark, resurrection is not just something that happened to Jesus, it
was something that happened to his disciples. What are we saying when we say
that resurrection was something that happened to the disciples? First of all, the

experience of resurrection, their meeting with the risen Jesus changed them,
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motivated them, empowered them to go and spread the Good news.

But there was more to it than that. The disciples came to understand the
resurrection not just in terms of new life for Jesus but new life for them. Just as
death no longer had ultimate power over Jesus, death no longer had ultimate
power over them. In the resurrection new life is released into the world. For
Paul, his own experience of encounter with the risen Christ meant nothing less
than a new beginning. In writing to the Galatians he declares:

'T have been crucified with Christ and it 1s no longer I who live but it is Christ

who lives in me. And the life I live now in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.' (Gal 2: 19-20)

This journey from death to life is the journey of a lifetime, a Journey of

drawing closer to Christ, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Our Gospel reading closes with the Risen Jesus sending Mary Magdalene back
to the disciples to share the news of the resurrection. She had gone once to the
disciples with news of the Empty Tomb - she now returns with news of
resurrection. That has been the primary purpose of the Church - to be a
community with a message - 'Christ is risen'; to be the Body of Christ, a people
through whom and in whom the risen Christ lives and acts in the world of

today.

This 1s what we are called to in Baptism. May Sharon come to fulfill that in her
own life in whatever situation God places her. May she join with us in living
out the words of Teresa of Avila:

"He has no hands but ours ... He has no feet but ours ..,

He has no lips but ours to speak his word in the world of today ... '

May we be truly an Easter people - showing something of the life and power of

the risen Christ in the world of today.



