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3nd Sunday before Advent - Femembrance Sunday - 2002 - year A

At e going cown of e sun anG in fae morning, we win
rememoer wem.” Ode to the fallen

Tae famidar Cc.osing wWOTGS of tae "Oce 10 tae facen” that have woven
Lemse:sves o Lie annua: Act of Rememorance 1ai is 0oserved in
Caurcaes rigat accross our .anG on s ile Sunday ciosest 0
Rememorance Jay. A.ong wita tiem we Jave tae reacing of e
names oi tie fa.en, tie sience, often tae .asi posi, tae famiiar words
o{ our reacing irom tae 200« of Lie propaet Mican taai speak of e
DALONS 0EALNE TIEIT SWOTGS iNto D.OUGISIATes and SDears into pruning
A00KS.

Waat is ii that we are coing tais Gay? What wen: tarouga your mings
as i reaG tae names of tie fa.en. as we si0oC in e shence inat
iouowec? Mayoe some of you even irouga L Way are we st ¢oing
LIS, near.y sixty vears after ine enc of te Second Worid, War? Taar
i$ a perfecuy vaic ouestion. Waat I want 10 o is i0 saare wita you
LS morning some 0f My OWR TIOULIES ON LS maier ant exp.ain way
& GHNK it iS just as importani t0 GO LS NOwW as it was in vrevious.
generations. | : |

For some of you tie memory of war, of tae facen is a., 100 rea.. Some
Oi you Dave {NOWN aClVe Service and Jave memories of i0ss of
iTiendGs, of comraces, jave <NOWN waai i is 10 0e in morm. Ganger.
Some wi.. aave oSt someone in your immeciaie family. A cay such as
LS 1S @ cay o come oeiore GOG Wit ta0se memories.

ii you are in my generaton, doOrn immediaie.y after tae iasi war - W
JaVE MEMOTies ai SECONG AANG. I LINK O MY UAc.€. @ DLOT il DomIer
commanc .ing me O aging part in e 2ig raics on e German
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cities - e feedng of reief mai Je 2aé survived anower mission.
anguisa over e faie of tiose crews fiai 1ad not come Dack. anguisa
for L10S€ GVINg in L€ cities 1Al 3e 2aG just 00moet. 1 LLnK of two
NeigiIoours - ONe Wi0 1aé Served in tae N \AVY Guring iwo of tae major
nava, engagements of tae .ast war, anotaer, a SUNEATIAN Teiugee wao
24 oeen orcec 1o figai on tae Russiona Front. €aca Wild el own
SIOTieS 01 EXCIMEnt ancG great susiering.

0S€ W0 TEIEemoeT, WO SeIved in i1e iwo WOrG wars are gering
fewer anc {fewer in numoer. In Geec tae s,,me Wi SO0T.1Y COome waen
Llere Wia O€ N0 MOore veterans of we rirst Worié. War.  Saoué we
CONLNUE 10 OOSErve LAS Gay - OF SAOWG We .t it genny {izz.e oui?
Year oy year . am aecom: ,ﬁg MOTe anc MOTe CONVINCEE Liat We S0
not. As I LHnNK & 2ave siac oefore, it is gOOG 10 de reminced of iae
Tﬂ&;ty Oi war.

Wars aappen waen Laings go doadiy wWrong, ey are a remincer of ae
fawen nawre of man. of fae orokeness of aumanity, of Lie DOWer of sin
0 cesgoy. Our Oid Tesiament Lesson, from tae 300K of e 2rovae:
Micaa, speags Of a me in e fUTe Waen war Wi, D¢ 0o more. —acre
Wiw Of no more war decause GOG Wi.. oe dack in coniro, in wie geary
TG TGS Of Men anc Natons. N Lis New era, wepons of war wii oe
recuncant ,

L€ SWOIG Wi D€ Jeaien inio a p.ougasaare,

WIe $Dear inio a LIUMmng 100LK.

LAaere S a4 conwasung message. in tie 300K Of we 2rovast o€,
Speaging of a ume of iMmpéncing crisis. ae speags of a ime waen e
D.0UgISIATE Wik D8 Dasaioned intd a SWord and a DIUMENG A00L N0 a
soear. - - |
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«~0 compare e iwo: Micaa speaks of e peace of tie coming
Lingeom o GoG. soe: speags 10 me of crises taai aapven in a falen
WOTLG uzat iS Stiu Sa0TT 0f tae Lingcom. Times waen evii aas o oe
resisiec. 1as 10 0e faced. cown.

Waar we are reminGec of On a Gay SuCa as idis is 1aai aere are
0CCAsions Waen ile D.ougasaare aacd o oe fasaioned ino a SWord and
1€ spear inio 1€ DIUMing 200K, Caat taere are Hmes in our (sory
WAIETE 136 WOIG Of ilieTnation: DOLICS Went 0ac.y Wrong, Wien armed
iorce was tae on.y ooion.

Waen we {inG ourse.ves saying "Send in tie army!". e reacing of tie
NAmes reminGs us ilai wars, 10Wever necessary we may fee. iaem io
oe, are fougat at great cosi. As we Tead Liose names, even iiougs
MOst 0;5:' US Jave No iGea Wao taey Were. O even Lie famides ey came
{rom, x am TeminGed taa: ;ammes JUSE (iK€ MY.[ami.y ,08: Oroiaers,
SiSters, CainGren, DATenis. : am remincec ia: iae freecoms we enioy
0Gay GiG ROL jusi Jappen - taey are e mii of someone e.se’s
sacriiice. someone e:se’s aearioreag.

O 116 wage of e aweiw events of Sepiemoer of .asi year nd e
CONELICIS LIAT dAVe {0L0WeG. Tae WOLLG iS 8 Very unseined n.ace ai ae
MOMEent. 1€ CONUMLNG ENSions SWTOURGINg .rag, e conunung
UNCETTAINTY TegarGing e D:ans ancG cavadiiies of Suca grouds as Ai-
GAECa J4VE COMDOUNGEG LS.

Over w1e coming Weeds, WOLLG .€acers are going 0 face Giricuid
GeCisions 11t Wi. iliDact On us aw. .S GLus 10 0 a tme of fashioning
L€ DOUZASIATE INIO LIE SWOICG. 18 DIURING 200K im0 e spear? Such
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‘GeCcisions may resi.d in condict, in tie Geaia and inury of members of
our own armec forces, taose of Lie enemy or civiian novuaions.

Ta0se are awesome responsiouities. Waatever our fee.ings iowrGs
LIeSE LeAGETS, LICY AT in neeG Of COnnuing vrayer, aai e cecisions
iley mage may oe e rigai ones. We a.so pray Jor memoers of e
armec I0rees in waatever ues deiore taem as on tais cay we rememoer
11€ SACTiCe 01 DIevious generatons.

JAt e going Gown of e sun ané in e moming. we wi.
rememoer aem.”



