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Sanday after the World Trade Centre attack in New York

As i iooged at the news coverage this weex - taose awefui images
of fuiiy iacen passenger jets siamming into the Worié Trade Centre
Towers in New Yorx, those aimost surrea ;mages of tae Wrecgage
afierwarés - ané trie¢ t0 make some sort of sense of it Qi, 1 Was
conscious of a viackness, a siience, out of whica notaing seemed 1o de
coming. ITor these evenis went far beyonc’i anytaing I aac seen,
experiencec of hearG of. Was there anytaing I couiG say on Suncay
taat COWiG reiate tais to my faita in tae GoG né Fataer of my Loré
sesus Christ. I must confess tae biackness, fae siience, continued for
muca of tae weex.

‘e jewisa peopie speax of siience - they aik of the great siience that
aung over tae nation in the yers taat foiioweé ine Shoa, the So:ocaust
of the iast war, waen a thiré of European jewry went up in fiames - a
si:ence in waica GoG seemed not 10 speax. it was aimost as if e
questions were 100 painfu to as.

This weex we witnesseG wiat wiii stanc as one of the great acts of
oaroarity. We aave j00Le¢ into the cargness of wiaat man is capadie of
- iam faceG wilh that appaiing guestion - in a WorG capadie of such
oarvarity in wiica someone COuiC pian ané execuie suca a scaeme,
waere Goes my faita fit in? Of course we aiso saw momems of
INCTreGioie dravery, rescue WOIKETS Tacing upstairs as otaers evacuated
e wwers - igats of goodness in tae mids: of tae Garkness.

One image that aas stayec¢ wita me was of an intrview wita an eiceriy
man, queuing up t0 Gonate 0i00G, taiking at first in quite emotiona;
terms. “iaen nis face naréeneG anG ae spoxe of this ¢ay oeing iike
Qear. maroour.  As at that time, he went on, tiere WOw.é o€ no
compromise. Tinaiy, "We must maxe sure tais never, ever, aappens
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again.” At ihai point I sensec ine raw pain ané tae raw anger. Taat
interview crysiaiisec ior me taougais taat dad deen going tarough my
OWN minG. s is an event that wiu traumatise American, society for
many years o come. American SOCi€ty Wi ave to express iis pain
anG 1o LNOW that itS pain aas oeen nearc DY tae rest of e WOrLC.

As i thougat of fhat eiGeriy man, ;i taougat of the worcs of Psaim 137,
1S psa: opens wita the worcs; "3y tae waters of 3a0y.on we sat
cown anc wept.” We wowiG use this opening section occasionai:y in
Caurca. Tae c:0sing tiaree Verses, 1I0WeVeT, We DUt Orackets around as
Not 0eing Suitad:e i0r USe in PUDC WOTSED. e iast iWO VErses rumn
sige tais; "O Gaugater of 3ady.ion, aou saaii oe wasieG wita misery :
yea 1appy Sddi: e o€ thal rewarGein taee, as taou 1ast Servec us.
3iessed snaii he e taat taxeta tay caiicren ané taroweia taem against
tae stones.” I can't imagine taose WOrGs sung to an Angiican caant - X
can imagine taem spat out ancé eyes oi stee..

i Tecai; istening o a tape on tais particuiar psaam. Our tencancy is not
10 reaG inat oit. Tae speaker saiG we 1ac 1o iisen to tie Wio.e psa.m -
Jecause in tais Ciosing Section you get a rare insigat into tae pain taat
ieaé up to tae £xie - tae pain of watcaing tae city ourn, tae Temp.e
Crumo;e, tae invacing army S:augater tie women anc caiGren.

One of tae giories of tae O:iG Testament radition - anc tae psa:ms in
particuiiar - is that even tais raw emotion can oe orougat ofore Gog, it
tais pain is nearG oy GoG - anG taere oegins tae process oi aeaiing.
iae American peov:e, in tae aweil: montas taat iie aneac, as tae e
sca:€ Of Wiat 2as 1apPENeG Sings in; Wi neec to KNOw taat taeir pain
is nearG, taat taeir anger is aearG anG, yes, even iaeir cries for
vengeance are Jearc. NOW 1S 1ot tae time for pointing to waat may oe
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seen as errors of foreign POLICy in ie past. 2eopie WO are aurting Go
not nec 10 oe t0:G of taeir ialLts, taey neec iove, ey neec aeaing,
taey neeg care.

Ciear;y over tae next iew wee<s We are going 0 see a miitary
response o0 wiat happenec ;ast week. Tae Gesire o reiaiiate in tae
wage 0i waai 1as appenec is uncerstancaoie. rew WOuLG argue taai
SUC:1 eVL: Can go unpunisaed.

We au £<n10wW wiat can Jappen waen anger is rousec. in e aeat of e
moment {Aings are siaG Or Gone Liai in caumer momens we migac
regret. PeoDie 1ave LiueG in moments of anger - OnLY 0 .0Ve Wit e
conseqguences oi gui.t anG remorse.

x

Waen twe anger taat is rousec iS a nationai anger, s aas
conseguences not just for inGivicua:s oui for wio.e naions - quite
dieracy tae Gifference oetween peace anc war. Over tae years
L1eosgians nave siruggieG wita tais one - unCer waat conditions ané in
waat circumstances can a Caristian engage in war? In e process
tiere aas evoiveG iae concept of tae “Sust War”. The generaiy
acCeDIeG criteria are as 0.:0ws. '

i) The amount of force useG must Not O more ian is SricLy
necessary.

2) Tae eviis Waica the war creaies musi not oe greaie {ian e eviis i
is Gesignec 10 correct.

3) Tae iorce useG must e GiSCTiminatory ancG must not oe aimeé at
innocent persons wio are not comoatanis or Girecty engagec in fae
war eiiort.

4) Tae war saouiG oe cefensive in caaracier
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5) War saouié oe aimed at the re-estaoiisament of Tigat re.ationsaios
as SoOn as POSSivie.

Reacing over inese over ine ast coupie of Gays, I finéG myse.l seeing
these as a mecaanism 10 A€:D us, even in our anger, 10 o€ wue 0
ouse.ves.

For if, even in our rigAteousness anger, we acancon our oasic Caistan
stancarGs of moraiity, we oecome no Oetier taan taose W0 atiacg us.
Anc in tae process, even if we exterminaie iaem, taey emerge as iae
victors. if in tae coming weexs awesome iorce is usec agamSa civi.ian
poou:ations, GO We 110t 0ecome more (i<e wem.

{ tais time in 7er nisiory, America neecs DEODie WO Win 0 Wiia
{aem in taeir pain, taeir aurt, tieir anger. Ier ieaders neec wue ITienas
wao, iistening to taeir pain ané faeir anger, Wii iSO seeX 10 enadie
faem, as faey Dian anG eXecuie Waaiever response is mace in e
coming Gays, 10 Temain true o funcameniai vaiues Of Tigaieousness
anc ruta.

Goc oiess America
(GuarG aer peonse,
Guice aer :eaGers,
Grani aer peace.
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