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During this past week I was in Dubiin attending the Generai Synod
of the Church of Ireiand. This body, with delegates drawn from
evvery diocese of our Church, is uitimately responsibie for the
governance of the Church of Ireiand. This year there were a number
of issues being discusse¢. These inciuded the reorganisation of
Diocesan boundaries, mainiy in the Repubiic; deveiopments in our
iiturgy which wiii resuit in the pubiication of a singie prayer boox for
the Church inciuding both the traditionai and revised services, the
iayout of a new hymn book as weii as ongoing concerns such as tae
Church's invoivement in education, in mission (both home ané
overseas) anG more mundane issues such as the ciergy pension fund -
the retirement age for ciergy is at iong iast being reduced to 65.

Tne syno¢ was of course being heié against the backgrouné of tae
referenda being heid in both parts of this isiand arising from the
Agreement reached between the parties on Good Fricay. Tais topic
was raiseg at a number of points at the synoé¢. The Primate devoted a
£00oG Geai of his Presidentiai Address to the issue and it was brought
up in a number of the debates ané was the topic of a special resolution
passeé vy the Synod. The whoie tarust of the resoiution ané the
Primate's remarks was not to give specific direction as to how
members of the Church of Ireiand shouid vote. Rather the message
was one of a cail to carefuily read the Agreement andé prayerfuily
refiect on the issues raised and taen to cast our votes.

We aii have to maxe up our own minds before God as we seex to
Gecide what is best for the future of our Province. I wouid just want to
maxe the foiiowing points on aspects of the debate that I have founé
Gisturbing.
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The suggestion has been made that a Christian can oniy vote No. As
the Archbishop of Armagh deciareG in his address to the Generai
Synod iast Tuesday, in which as I say he studiousiy avoided giving
any specific direction as to how we shouid vote, such an argument is
totaily faise. No one side in the debate has a monopoiy on spirituai
vaiidity. A member of the Caurch is free to vote Yes or vote No with
equai integrity. No one side has the right to ciaim a monopoiy.

I have aiso been disturbed in recent weeks as I have reac etters to tae
iocal papers to see some quite appaiing abuses of scripture. it wouid
seem to me that peopie have gone to the Scriptures with their mind
made up ané sifted through the Bibie to find texts, taken out of
context, that suit their opinions. You can find texts that suit bota
sides. We need to listen to the totai voice of scripture rather than just
the bits that suit us. To suggest that jesus wouiG vote No, or that jesus
wouid vote Yes for that matter, represents a quite appaiiing spiritua;
impertinence.

I have aiso been greatly disturbec at how tae victims of the iast thirty
years have been used. Tae victims have responéed to the Agreement
in a variety of ways. Some have been greatly troubie¢, some have
spoxen of hope. What worries me is that peopie wao have not veen
directly affected have come, again with their minds made up, and
chosen whichever victim suits their argument, oe it for a Yes vote or a
No vote. This amounts to using them as ammunition in the cebvate
rather than a genuine iistening to their pain. This was drougat out
most eioquentiy in a ietter to the Beifast Teiegrapn iast Taurs¢ay
night. The writer was the drother of an RUC officer muréered dy tae
IRA. He wrote of poiiticians who turneé up as his brother's funerai,
who spoxe as if they knew ais brotaer ané his famity when they Gic
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not anG they have not deen near tae famiiy since. e has reservations
avout the agreement dut feeis pain at how his pain has been expioited,
speaxing of poiiticians Gancing on thae graves of victims.

As we come to our decision we neec to iisten to the toai voice of
scripture, we neea to isten to aii tae victims. We abuse dota scripture
ané victims is we simpiy seiectiveiy use taem as ammunition for our
si¢e of the argument, waether it oe for or against.

So how are we, as memoers of the Charistian Caurca, to approaca tae
Gecision we wiii have to make next ©ricay? Since the question is on
tae Agreement we GO have to reaG it ané reac it carefuily. it is a
compiexX ¢ocument; thaere are things in it we may weicome, others
with which we wiii Gisagree. inevitabiy our cecision wiii invoive
strixing a baiance; deciding whether what we weicome outweigas
what we Gisagree with. Zquaily inevitadbiy there wiii be peopie aere
whno wiii vote differently to the way we co as inéividuais. One of tae
characteristics of a Christina in tae context of argument and
Gisagreement is the way in whica Giscussion is conducted. There is no
piace for aggressive manipuiation, personai insuit or cemeaning
peopie. or exampie Guring the weex, one prominent poiitician in tae
course of a raiiy éescriveé the Secretary of State as an Arad wita a
turoan. NOW peopie may wei nave reservations about aow tae
Secretary of State has fuifilied her office. They may fundamentaiiy
cisagree with her approach out aii shouid recognise that she has
conGucted ner vattie against her orain tumour, wita consequent ioss of
nair, with a quite remarxadie courage ané Gignity. Anyone with a
trace of Christian charity shouié want no part in suca vindictiveness.
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We have to deciG Is the Agreement fair? institutions of Government
in any society must protect the rights of aii anG aGéress tae aspirations
of aii. We have to deciée Do tae cnanges in tae Constitation of the
Repuboric, the wiiiingness of the representatives of nationaiist opinion
to worx witain a Northern IreianG Assembiy, over anG against tae
institutionai arrangements for cross voréer cooperation: Go taese
represent a fair baiance. I wouid have to say taat the Christian must de
one wio i00Xs not just to ais own interest dut tae interests of aii.

Taere are a numoer of Gifficuit issues. Prodadiy one taat i uppermost
in most peopie’s minds is that of the eariy reiease of prisoners,
particuiar in the iigat of taeir crimes ané the suffering that taey nave
cause¢. We Go need to listen to the voice of the victims, aii of tae
victims - as we seeX to move forward, taey must not oe forgotten.
This is an issue that other societies accross the woriG iive nac to face s
they have movec out of confiict situations. in an imperfect woriG suci
as ours we are face¢ with situations of choosing what we may see as
tae iesser of two eviis.

Deep ané earnest prayer must form the dackground to our taougats
over the next few Gays as we prepare to cast out vote. Tae resuit of the
vote next rriday wiii affect the Province for many years. Tais
morning in St Coimaneii's we are weicoming a caiiG into the famiiy of
the Church in Baptism. The parents nave aopes anéG pians for tae
future. That future wii: in a iarge part oe affectec oy that vote. in a
very reai sense we are voting not just for ourseives out for tae
generation to come.

Tnere is a fundamentai Biviicai imperative. "BiesseG are tae
peacemaxers.” We have to seex peace, we nave to pray for peace, €
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nave to worx for peace. We have to asx Wiii tais Agreement, anc the
institutions it proposes, aeip to hea: the ¢ivisions in our society ané
ieaé to peace anc justice for aii? Whicaever way we cast out vote, we
showiG see it as proposing tae cause of peace, tae true anc iasting
peace we nave Deen Seexing in our prayers.

T O conciuGe:

Read the Agreement.

Pray aoout it.

Make your Gecision on the dasis of tae issues, on tae vasis of truta not
Geceit.

On FriGay cast your vote.

Continue to pray for our Province ané those caiie¢ to ieacersiip.
Whatever the resuit of tae vote , for the sake of the rising generation
this Province cannot, must not, remain in griciocx. We have to finé
ways of working togetaer.

Finaily, iest taere de any misuncerstanging, memoers of the Caurch
can vote Yes or vote No witn equa: integrity. May Goc e wita you
aii, as oefore Gog, you maxe up your ming.



