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During the week I had a coupie of conversations that brought home
to me in a vrey reai way the pain that has come to many people as a
resuit of the tensions of the iast coupie of montas in our Province.

On Friday evening I met with an RUC officer and his wife, members
of the Parish of Ahoghiii. I had iast spoxen to them about a month
ago. At that stage the intimication of police families had not affected
them. ZLast Friday he toiG me he had been threatened and toid his
house wouid be purned. After much anguish, and for the sake of his
wife anG young chiidren, he has cdecided to move out of Ahoghiil. I
nhave iearned of at ieast one other RUC family wiho have been similarly
tareatened anG who intend to do the same. Men ané women who over
the years have put their iife on the ine in the service of this Province,
nounced out of this viiiage by a smaii criminai eiement wao wouid
caii themseives ioyaiist.

Eariier in the week, I was taiking to a Protestant business in
Portgienone. iie has been threatened and his business subjecteé to a
boycott. That boycott has been fomented by a smaii criminai eiement
on the nationaiist side and is maintained by fear. Iis concern is that
the situation couié easily deveiop into one of escaiating boycotts
which wouid ieave the viiiage of Portgienone Givided iong after the
present tensions had subsiGed. That he saié Goes no good to anyone.

On tae Sunday after the Tweifth, as I refiected on the mayhem of the
previous weex, I maintaineé that Satan hac staiked the streets of our
Province. My experiences this week have graphicaily underiined tae
truth of that for me. Zvil is at work on the streets of our own viiiages,
working tirough smaii criminai eiements on both sides of the divide,
Wil0 WOULG Grag us aii vack into the mayhem of the past.
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i thought on the sentence from the first letter of Peter that introduces
the second aiternative form of Evening Prayer. "Bretaren, oe sover, de
vigiiant, because your acversary the devii, as a roaring lion, waiketh
about, seexing whom ae may Gevour; whom resist, steacfast in tae
faitn."

As i say this, I fuily reaiise that there are deep seated fears within our
community, peopie fee: that the identity and ethos of the community
are tareatened. But we Go no service to ourseives or the God we
profess to serve if we go down the path of deepening strife and
Givision. We must aiways be aware that evii can work in subtie ways -
taxing that which is goo¢ anc honouradie ané perverting it. Loyaity to
the crown can de perverted into the mentaiity that wouid intimidate
poiice ané their famiiies out of Ahoghiii. Those who purport to
Gefend their communities dy the same toxen engage in the intimication
o1 those wio care to stanc up to them.

As we seex to pursue our poiiticai objectives, as we seex to upaoid
tracition, we must ¢o so with constant reference to tae Loré we
worsaip and seex to serve. This is the substance of the statement by
the Presbyterian Church when it reminced us aii that aii ailegiances,
aii traditions must be continuaily testeG against scripture. This
requires an ongoing wiilingness to iisten to the voice of scripture,
witich is God's word to us togay.

The passage appointec as our Oié Testament iesson has aiways spoken
very powerfuiiy to me. Last weex we reac of Josepa, the éreamer, the
favoureG younger son of his father jacob, consigned to siavery in
ogypt by nis brothers. Jjoseph, if you recaii nad dreamed Greams that
troudieG nis orotiers. Dreams that spoxe of a destiny for josepna that
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taey couiG not share ané so they sougnt to get ric of him. Josepa
pursueG nis cdream ang, cespite muca suffering aiong the way,
enterecupon his éestiny. This morning we find Joseph, now virtua:
ruier of Egypt, face to face with ais orothers. The human reaction
WouiG have oeen ome of vengeance. Andé waich of us, in josepa's
position, wou:iG not have been so temptec. But that was not Josepa's
way oecause it was not God's way. The way of vengeance wouié have
seen tae drotaers ¢eac or in siavery ang in the process God's peopie,
Gescencants of Jacoo, snuffed out. Joseph recognises that tarough his
suffering and eventua: prosperity, Goc has provided an opportunity.
"God dié sené me before you to preserve iife.” Ie recogniseé that
Godb6s purpose was not just prosperity for Josepa dut aiso iife for the
very orotaers wio had sought to Gestroy 1im. For that to come to pass
requireG in jospelh a costiy and I'm sure initiaiiy painfu: ovedience to
the wii of God.

Muca has happened in our Province that stands in the way of peace.
Things have been Gone, things have been saié that maxe it harcer to
pursue taat peace. Taere are many wio ¢o not want that peace, wio
WouiG vy tareat ané intimication seexX to prevent it. There are even
those wWilo Wouid seem to suggest that it is not God's way. We must
never forget however, those who over the past thirty years have been
woundéed in body, mind ané sou: vy thae vioience of our times. The
onus is on those of us who have not been so affected to stand firm in
our NOpe and in our prayers.

in tae Gospei passage a Canaanite woman, one outsice the peopie of -
God, comes to Jesus in prayer for her Gaugater. Jesus' initiai reaction
seems narsa and uncaring - his mission aie says is to his own peopie.
But ner persistance ané her faith are rewarcec dy his healing touch
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upon her caugater. ‘There is among many a sense of fear ané
forpoding at this time. Division and fear seem to de gaining the upper
nancé. But that is not God's way ané it must not be our way. NoOw is
the time to stay with out vision of peace ané¢ uncerstanéing in our
ianG, now is the time to stay wita our prayer to the Lor¢. i firmiy
oeiteve that our faith and our persistance wiii de honourec oy Gog, his
neaiing, nis peace wiii come.
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