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Over the iast twenty five years, amidst the murder and mayhem, we
have prayed for peace in our province. How long can this go on we
have asked. Do our children have to grow up in this atmosphere of
suspicion ané fear. In additio to the human toii, the situation here has
had a cevastating effect on the iocal economy. Potentiai investors
have been scared off. Many of our young people nave feit the need to
emigrate, many never to return.

And of course in an atmosphere such as we have had to Iive in,
suspicions are inevitabie. For those working in the security forces -
‘suspicion is part of seif-preservation. Even on holidays weli away
from home you met peeopie from particuair areas of the province anc
you feei you have to be cautious about how much you say about
yourseif.

Then there are incividuais an¢ families ané communities for whom
murcer has been horribily personai. Taousands have been maimed in
vody and mind by what has happened. During this time there have
obeen hopes raise¢ oniy to be dashed and, if we are honest with
ourseives, opportunities misseé or mishandied.

What we have come to euphemisticaily caii "The Troubies” have given
us a wariness - wariness of other peopie, wariness of new
ceveiopments for fear of where they may iead us. And so many of us
have found it haré to identify with the euphoria coming from
commentators on our TV or in the papers.

i must confess myseif on Wecdnesday né Thursday to a mixture of
emotions. Over the iast number of years, I aave prayec for peace and
ieaG otaers in prayers for peace. An essentia: eiement of that had to de
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an end of iRA vioience. One part of me wanted to rejoice and one part
of me was afraiG. As I pioughed through the paper on Thursday I
came accross a comment oy the Beifast correspondent of the Loncon
independant that rang true for me:

"Northern Ireiand faces a moment without exact precedent - a
moment aiive with doth opportunities ané cangers." There was
anotier comment in an interview on the morning news: "Thae time has
come to iight a candie rather than curse the darkness."

What is needed more than ever is a perioé of caim. We have a
possioiiity of peace but we don not have peace. For peace is more
than an absence of conflict. There has to be an eiement of harmony,
trust ané common purpose. The estabiishment of that is a iong term
ousiness requiring patience and sensitivity on aii sides.

At this time our poiitiicai ieacers have a great tasx before them. More
than ever they need our prayers. ror poiiticia: ieacers are caiie¢ upon
not oniy to articuiate the aspirations ang fears of their own community
out aiso to point a way forwaré. This may invoive saying thaings that
may not initiaiiy be very popuiar with aii sections of taeir community.
Let us pray for them in the days to come, that Go¢ may guice them
ang strengtaen them in the task taat iies defore them.

As I saiG the events of the iast twenty five years have given us a
wariness. There are feeiings in our hearts of suspicion, of anger, of
bitterness. There are good reasons for these feeiings. It wouid be
unreai to suggest that it shouic be otherwise in the iight of what has
happened. if our province is to have tae sort of future that wiii
encourage our young peopie to stay, that wii encourage dusinesses to
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invest then these feeiings of suspicion, of anger have to ioosen their
grip on our hearts.

This is not something that wiii happen overnight or in our own
strength. This is something that Goé and Goé aione wiii ¢o for us.
What is required is for us to want this to happen. Maybe that is the
first gift we need to ask of God, that he migat piant this cesire in our
aearts.

Piease Gon't misunderstané me. There are good reasons for these
feeiings in our hearts ané God undcerstands taat - but Goé ¢oes want to
iift this ourden from us.

in tae versicies and responses of Miorning and Svening Prayer we have
the petition:

"O God maxe ciean our nearts witain us;

And take not thy oiy Spirit from us”

This can oe a prayer for us. That God oy ais hoiy Spirit wouié work
in us and tarougnh us to bring his heaiing touch to dbear on our
Province.

As the man in the paper saig, tais is a time of both opportunity and
Ganger. Peace has not yet come - there is a possidiiity. As such our
poiiticai ieacers shouiGer a neavy pburcen. May God direct them and
strengthen them at this time. We have prayec for peace ané we
continue in our pryaers. May GocG keep us and direct us in bota tae
opportunities ané cangers of this time - that his peace may finaily
settie upon tais iané of ours.
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